[image: image1]The American Hairless Terrier Association (AHTA) was formed by a dedicated and enthusiastic group of AHT owners whose primary purpose is the support, selective breeding and responsible ownership of purebred American Hairless Terriers as well as continuing education in our breed. As of January 2004, the AHTA is recognized by the UKC as the breed parent club and has agreed to present the AHT according to the guidelines of UKC.  General membership is open to anyone over the age of 18 (owning an AHT is not required). Family and special memberships are also available. 
[image: image4.jpg]




The AHTA sponsors UKC events and welcomes all who wish to participate and exhibit their dogs in the spirit of Good Sportsmanship.  The club provides many educational sources including brochures, website and quarterly newsletters with articles, reviews, events, club news and more.  The first Pedigree Journal is scheduled for publication in January 2004. In addition we maintain a free online health & genetic database to help breeders make informed choices.

The wonderful support and involvement of our members allows the AHTA to continue its role in helping and promoting this wonderful breed. 
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For more information and to apply for membership please visit our website at www.ahta.info. 


General Information: The American Hairless Terrier is truly an American breed. The first known AHT, Pipe’s Josephine, was born in a litter of normally coated Rat Terriers in Louisiana in 1972. Josephine was given to the Scott family and became the ‘mother’ of this new and unique breed. It wasn’t until the mid 1990’s however, that this breed found a following among a small but dedicated group of people committed to continuing the breed and improving the health, conformation and temperament while preserving the wonderful hairless traits. Today they are recognized by the United Kennel Club and are overseen by the American Hairless Terrier Association.
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Genetics: The AHT is a natural mutation of the Rat Terrier. It is different from all other hairless breeds as the gene that causes the hairlessness is recessive, rather than a  dominant trait. They also have full, normal dentition and silky smooth skin that feels much like the skin on the inside of your arm.
General Appearance: The American Hairless Terrier is a smoothly muscled, active, small-to-medium terrier. The preferred ratio of length of body to height is 10:9. The head is broad, slightly domed, wedge-shaped and is in  proportion to the size of the body. Ears are V-shaped, set at the outside edges of the skull, and may be erect, tipped or button. Both varieties may have a natural tail carried in an upward curve, or the tail may be docked on the coated variety of the AHT. The American Hairless Terrier comes in a number of skin colors and patterns (hairless variety) and coat colors and patterns (coated variety).
Coated vs. Hairless: Currently the American Hairless Terrier accepts two varieties – the hairless and the coated carrier. While the hairless is the ultimate goal, the current gene pool is still small and in need of strengthening. New bloodlines are created through carefully considered crosses back to superior quality purebred Rat Terriers in a UKC sanctioned outcross program. In time, as our pedigrees gain stronger footing, the outcross program will be eliminated, leaving only the hairless variety.
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             A coated American Hairless Terrier
Temperament: The American Hairless Terrier should be an alert, intelligent dog. They are energetic and need playtime. They thoroughly enjoy fun activities such as obedience and agility. While the AHT is a direct descendant from working Rat Terriers and may still excel at such sports, they are primarily companions and loyal family members. 
Health Issues: The American Hairless Terrier has few inherit genetic problems. The most common (and a common problem with all small breeds) is Luxating Patella or “slipped knees.”  There have been a few AHTs diagnosed with generalized mange, deafness and hip problems – all such affected dogs being removed from breeding programs immediately. Our goal as breeders is to avoid such problems and eliminate affected dogs from our breeding program.
Allergies and the AHT: Many people who suffer from allergies have discovered that the American Hairless Terrier is a wonderful companion that does not trigger their typical allergy symptoms. While the AHT may not be the answer for everyone, the smooth unique skin, lack of hair and ease of removing dander with regular bathing, make it a successful choice for many families that have been unable to have a pet. The AHTA maintains a network of owners and breeders willing to help you meet an AHT in person and do an allergy test to see if this might be the right breed for you. For more information please request our Allergy brochure.
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